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SILENT WAITING, &c. 


OLOMON faith, The Preparations if the Prov. 16. 
Heart in Man, and the Anſwer of the Tongue, 1 
are from the Lord. It the Lord alone can 
prepare the Heart, ſtir it up, or incline it towards 
unfeigned Holineſs, how can any Man approach 
him acceptably till his Heart be prepared by him 
and how can he know this Preparation except he 
wait in Silence to feel it? It is by the Spirit Eph. 2. 
that Believers have Acceſs to the Father, and are 18. 
not the Impreſſions and Influences of the Spirit to 
be felt and diſtinguiſhed from the Workings of our 
own carnal Minds ? If they are; ought not Be- 
lievers to wait patiently in ſilent Submiſſion of Soul, 
in order to diſtinguiſh when the golden Sceptre is 
ſtretched out, which gives Liberty to approach the 
ſacred Preſence ; and muſt not the Preparations of 
"the Heart by the Spirit, make us ſenſible of our 
real Wants, before we can aſk aright ; and alſo of 
our miſerable State, before we can ſeek that Relief 
- which is proper ſor us? Muſt not the Spirit like- 


3 B wiſe 


Phil. 2. 
13. 


can rejoice in its Salvation, praiſe the Lord on the 
Banks of Deliverance, and make ſweet Melody in 


his own 
Soul wailelb upon (or as in the Margin) is ſilent 


wiſe impart Help and Conlolation to us, before we 


our Hearts unto him? Can we bow before him in 
true Reverence and Fear, in Faith, till the Spirit 
hath mercifully begot theſe Senſations in the Soul? 
Muſt not the carnal Mind, which is at Enmity 
with God, be ſilenced in us before theſe Impreſſions 
prevail over all? If we preſume to approach him 


without the ſenſible Drawings of his Spirit, may 


we not ſpeak unadviſedly with our Lips, and offer 
ſomewhat like the polluted Sacrifice of the Wicked, 
which is an Abomination to him, and therefore 
cannot be acceptable from a Diſciple of Chriſt ? 
To ſuch the Apoſtle faith, 1: is God that worketh 
in you, both to will and to do. of his good Pleaſure, 
Muſt we not conſequently wait in Silence till this 
Will be raiſed in us, and Power given us to per- 


form a holy Worſhip, and to offer an Offering in 
Righteouſneſs ? | 


The Influences of the Spirit are not at our 
Command, circumſcribed in our Time, or limited 


by our Wills, and therefore muſt be humbly waited 


tor, ſecing we can have no Acceſs without it; and 
if that in which all cur ſpiritual Ability and Strength 
is, be not our own, nor at our Command, but 
mult be freely diſpenſed to us afreſn by the great 
Giver, muſt we not ſubmiſſively wait in Silence 


for his quality ing Power, by which alone we can 


move _ Hence David, dceply ſenſible of 
nability, ſaith, P/al. Ixii. 1. Truly my 


before God; from him cometh my Salvation; and 


Verſe 5. My Soul, wait thou only upon Cod; for 


my Expeation is from bim. 


Do 


1981 


Do not theſe Remarks clearly point out the 
Neceſſity of our patiently waiting upon the Lord 
in Silence for renewed Strength, that by the inward 
and powerful Operations of his Spirit, he may 
pluck the Feet of our Minds out ot the Mire and 
Clay of corrupt Thoughts and carnal Inclinations, 
and alſo beget a ſuicable Concern and Travail of 
Spirit in us, that from the Ariſing of a true 
ſpiritual Exerciſe, the Mouth may ſpeak what the 
panting, Soul feels when it is athirſt for God; or 
at leaſt, be humbly ſenſible of thoſe Sighs and 
Groans 9 therein by the Spirit which cannot 
be uttered in Words? Is not this Concern and 
Exerciſe wherein the Soul is deeply engaged, and 
the Judgment clearly convinced, more acceptable 
to the all. ſeeing God, who calls tor Truth in the 
inward Parts, than a Multitude of fine unfelt 
Expreſſions dropt from the Lips, whilſt the Heart 
is wandering without due Reſtraint, far from a 
Senſe of his Preſence? Nay, will not five Words 
1poke from a good Underſtanding under the Influ- 
ence of the holy Spirit, have more Weight with 
the Almighty, than five Thouſand uttered from a 
lukewarm, inſenſible, or careleſs Mind? Can we 
ſuppoſe the infinitely wile Creator of all Things 
is, like ſhort-ſighted Man, either to be deceived or 
pleaſed with our much ſpeaking ? Our Lord faith, 
When ye pray, uſe not vain Repetitions, as the 
Heathen do, for they think that they ſhall be beard 
for their much Speaking. Be not ye therefore like 
unto them, for your Father knoweth what Things 
ye have need of before ye aſk him, Mat. vi. 7, 8 


The inſpired Prophet Jaiab, in the laſt Veyſe 
of the fortieth Chapter, faith, They hat wait upon 
the Lord ſhall renew their Strength. In the firſt 
Verſe of the next Chapter immediately ſucceeding, 
he ſhews what is meant by waiting in theſe Words, 


B 2 Keep 
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Krep Silence before me, O Iſlands! and let the Peaple 
renew their Strength, Certainly this Silence imports 
the ſame Thing as Waiting j the former Verſe, 
ſeeing the ſame Effect is attributed to both; and is 
not the carnal Mind and corrupt Imagination here 

ommanded to keep Silence before God, that the 
ul may properly wait and watch unto Prayer ? 
The Prophet adds, Let. them come near, then let 
them ſpeak. T his alſo appears to call the immortal 
Soul into deep Silence, that therein it may firſt 
receive divine Help to draw near in Spirit to the 
great Jehovah, and then ſpeak forth its humble 
Petition, under a Senſe, of that holy folemn awful 
Reverence, which is due from a dependent Creature 
in its Approaches towards its almighty, Creator. 


A certain Miniſter of the Church of England * 
writidg on the Common- Prayer and the Sentences 
placed at the Beginning of the Service, obſerves, 
„ That Prayer requires ſo much Attention and 
Serenity of Mind, that it can never be performed 
* without ſome preceeding Preparation; tor which 
„ Reaſan,”” ſays he, „ according to Bingham's 
„ Antiquities, Vol. 5, Book 13. Chap. 11, 12. 
« Wlea the Fews enter into their Synagogues to 
«* pray, they remain ſilent for ſome Time, and 
«meditate before whom they ſtand,” Can we 
think ſuch a reverent Practice amongſt Chriſtians 
would not be more ſuitable and acceptable to him 
who need not be told what we are, than the too 
common Cuſtom of haſtily approaching his facred 
Preſence, and preſuming to ſpeak to him without 
previous Recollection, and due Conſideration before 
wpoin they ſtand ? | BET | 


| * Charles Wheatly, M. A, Vicar of Brent and Turner's 
Pelham in Hertfordſhire, 


. EE 4 a. . d I winds. 
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Keep thy Foot, faith Solomon, when thou goeſt ta Eccleſ. 5. 


the Houſe of God, and be more ready to bear, than "+ 
to give the Sacrifice of Fools ; for they conſider not 
that they. do evil. If Caution and Conſideration 
were requiſite under the Law of Moſes, which 
made nothing perfect as pertaining to the Con- 
ſcience, how much more is it ſo under the Goſpel- 
diſpenſation, which more directly requires that the 


Lord be worſhipped in Spirit and in Truth; not John 4- 
feignedly with the Lip only, but with the whole ©5* 


Heart ſpiritually exerciſed ? What Foot is this that 
muſt be kept in ſuch Subjection? Is it only the 
Foot of the Body, and not rather the haſty For- 
wardneſs of the carnal Mind, that the Attention 
of the Soul may become: fixed - upon God, the 
Fountain. of all ſpiritual Strength and living Mer- 
cies, . who. muſt teach our Hearts to pray if ever we 


Pray effectually? 
I Jaiah ſaith, Then teils keep bim ix perfeft Peace Ila. 26. 3. 


<vhoſe Mind is ſtayed on thee, becauſe be truſteth in 
thee. Can any thing be more conſiſtent with a 


filent dependent Waiting, than a Mind ſtayed upon 


God, in a ſincere Confidence and firm Expectation 


of divine Help; and if it behoves a Chriſtian to 
have his Mind thus frequently ſtayed upon the 


divine Power, how much more in folemn Worſhip, 
and near Approaches to the ſacred Prefence, who 
cannot poſlibly be deceived, or amuſed by the Arts 
of Compoſition, or the Powers of human Elo- 
quence z and who has paſſed a Sentence of Con- 


demnation on the too common Practice of drawing Ibid. 29: 


near to him with the Mouth, and honouring him 13. 
with the Lips, whilſt the Heart is far from him? 
How can the Soul any way be more uninterruptedly 
ſtayed upon him, than in a ſilent Waiting for divine 
Help, and the Renewings of ſpiritual 3 * 

under 


under à folid Attention to hear what he ſhall reveal 


unto it, as its preſent Duty? 


Chriſt faith, My Sheep bear my Voice—and, he 


* further declares, they know bis Voice, and a Stran- 


ger will they not follow. Now, what partakes 
more of the Stranger's Voice than Selt-will and 
Selt- ſuffciency in "divine Service? Without me, 
faith the Lord to his Diſciples, ye can do nothing. 
That is, nothing really and ſubſtantially good, or 
acceptable to God; becauſe himſelf is the Lord 
from Heaven, the ſecond Adam, the quickning 
Spirit, without whoſe Influence all we offer is void 
ot Spirit or Lite. He is that inexhauſtible Foun- 


tain of Power and Wiſdom, of vital Holinefs, and 


_ faving Health to the Soul, which, like the Sap that 


their 


ariſeth from the Root of "the Vine, is the Lite and 
Nouriſhment of every Branch. Such is the ſenſible 
Connect ion of Chriſt the true Head of the Church, 
with the ſeveral Members. of his ſpiritual Body : 

They are dependent upon him as the Branch is on 


the Vine, both for Lite, and the daily Supply of 


ſpiritual Nouriſnment of that Lite which is hid 
with Chriſt in God; how therefore can they pray 
as they ought, in a Spirit and Manner ſuitable to 
ſent Wants, till he open their Hearts, 
and teach wow by the Wiſdom of his Spirit, what 
to pray for? If left to themſelves, may they not 
aſk amiſs, and conſequently not receive? How 
can the Miniſters of the everlaſting Goſpel com- 
municate the. Will of God, till they receive Illu- 
mination and Ability from his Spirit, to ſpeak 
profitably to the preſent States of the People ? 
How can any come to the Throne of divine Grace 
without his immediate Help and Influence? What 
can raiſe the fallen Soul up to God-ward, and 


humble it in due Proftration before him, give it a 


deep Senſe of its Wants, and of the Riches of his 
Love 
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veal Love and Mercy, but the holy Spirit itſelf ? How 
; neceſſary then, and reaſonable it is, that we ſhould . 

patiently wait in ſubmiſſive Silence, for the En- 

lightenings and Quicknings of its heavenly Power, 

to guide both Heart and Tongue in addreſſing the 

holy One of 1/rael ? David faith, The Sacrifices of Pal. 51. 

God is a broken Spirit; a broken and à contrite 17. 

Heart, O God ! . thou wilt not deſpiſe. What but 

his Heart-humbling Spirit can prepare this Sacrifice 

in the Soul? If no Power but his can do this, muſt 

we not conſequently watch and wait in Silence to 

receive its Aſſiſtance, and have the Impreſſions of 

the Spirit before we can pray with the Spirit, and 

with a right Underſtanding alſo? And ſeeing the 

Lord is a God of Knowledge, and that by him 

our Actions are weighed, how careful ſhould we 

be to know what Spirit governs and influenceth 

our Souls in his ſolemn Worſhip ? 


Solomon, under an awful Senſe of the divine 
Greatneſs and Majeſty, affords us this neceſſary 
Caution when we preſent ourſelves before him: Be Eccleſ. 5. 
not raſh with thy Mouth. This every one certainly 
is, who preſumes to ſpeak to the Moſt High before 
he hath duly conlidered in whoſe Preſence he is. 
He adds, Let not thine Heart be haſty to utter any 
thing before Cod; for God is in Heaven, and thou 
upon Earth, therefore let thy Words be few. This 
plainly inculcates, how much it behoves us to have 
a reverent Senſe of the Majeſty and Purity of the 
ſupreme Searcher of Hearts, and to be deeply 
tumbled into a Feeling of our Inability and No- 
thingneſs, before we addreſs him with our Lips. 


ö 
. 
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If it is not in Man's Power duly to prepare his 

on Heart, and yet it is his indiſpenſable Duty, 

deeply and reverently to worſhip the Author of 

his Being in Spirit and in Truth, how — 
m 
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muſt an awful Silence be, that he may know his 
Soul ptepated by the immediate Hand of Gd to 
approach him acceptably. On the contrary, how 
conſiderate; haſty, or preſumptuous is the Prac- 
tice of uttering Words to him which the Heart 
doth not underſtand, or of confeſſing a State it 
never ſenſibly experienced! Certainly, if we believe 
the Lord is of purer Eyes than to behold Iniquity 
with Approbation, we mult conclude, he is more 
jealous of his Honour than to accept of ſuch Diſ- 
ſimulation. Is not a humble conſcientious ſilent 
Waiting in Submiſſion, to be influenced and led by 
him, abundantly! preferable in his Sight? Then 
how much more the Sighs and Expreſſions that 
proceed from a real heart- affecting Senſe of his 
Greatneſs and Omnipreſence, and of the Lowneſs 
and Unworthineſs of the Creature that conſiders 
itſelf as Duſt and Aſhes' before him ! Doth not 
ſuch a weighty Senſe of our Meannels, and Inability 
of ourſelves to offer any thing pleaſing to him, 
who is an infinite Spirit ſuperlatively glorious, 
unleſs he firſt condeſcend graciouſly to help our 
Infirmities, and teach us to pray as we ought, 
diſcover more true Regard, and real Concern of 
Heart, to offer up a ſpiritual Sacrifice that may be 
acceptable, through Jefus Chriſt the great Medi- 
. ator, who never can intercede with the Father to 
accept an inſincere hypocritical Offering, a barely 
drawing near to him with the Tongue, and ho- 
nouring him with the Lips, whilſt the Heart is 
inſenfible of his Fear, and amuſed with other 
Objects? Is it not more ſafe and rational to wait 
in Silence upon the Lord, than thus to deceive our 
Souls with Sparks of our own kindling, warming 
' vain and fooliſh Self with a Fire of its own lighting, 
inſtead of placing our Expectation upon him who 
alone can teach his People rightly to profit, * 
' os Www -4 x 2 4 , E 5 „ -C 2 


% 


. 
enable them to pray with the Spirit, and with a 
right Underſtanding alſo ? 


There is an eſſential Difference betwixt praying 


in Reality as the Spirit ſhall teach us, and praying 


in Form as Men and Books adviſe us. Thoſe who 


pray under the Guidance of the holy Spirit, pray 
with additional Fervency, knowing their Attention 
fixed on God alone, their Underſtandings are opened 
into a true diſcerning of their ſpiritual Wants, and 
their Souls quickned to a lively humble ſincere 
Worſhip ; wherein their Spirits are refreſhed, and 
= Strength in the Lord, and in the Power of 
is Might. On the other hand, Men and Books 
may furniſh with fair Seemings and plauſible Ex- 
preſſions, but they cannot effect that Brokenneſs of 
Spirit, that Contrition of Heart, and Senſibility of 
Soul which the Spirit of God gives. They may 
teach to ſay, Lord] Lord ! whilſt Satan rules ig 
the Will and Affections, and carries the Imagina- 
tions after divers Vanities z for nothing leſs than 
the Power of the Spirit can ſubJue and chain down 
the carnal Mind, How neceſſary then is a humble 
Waiting in Silence, truly to know what Spirit we 
are of, b-fore we offer any thing to the livin 
God ? Without this Knowlege we muſt be liable 
to offer ſtrange Fire, which the Lord never com- 
manded, like the Sons of Aaron, who, through 
Negligence, having ſuffered the holy Fire, divine- 
ly kindled, to go out, preſented a ſtrange Fire of 
Man's kindling, tor which they ſuffered Death, 
Ought not this expreſſive Inſtance of divine Dif- 
plcature againſt the preſumptuous Subſtitutions of 
Men after their own Wills, and in the Place of 


God's Appointments, to deter Mankind from 


offering their own carnal Conceptions and Con- 
trivances, inſtead of his inward and ſpiritual Re- 


quirings? Ought not this Conſideration to ſtrike 


C every 
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every one with a deep and awful Senſe, that ſome- 
thing more is due to the great Jehovah, than thoſe 
common careleſs unfelt Modes of Worſhip which 
too many are apt to ſatisfy themſelves with; and 


Ley. 10, Dore eſpecially as he hath declared, I will be 
3 fandlified in them that come nigh me. How can he 


Tech. 2. 


13. 


be ſanctified in us, but as his own pure Spirit 
awſully prevails in the Soul, puts it forth in Hu- 


mility, and influenceth the Will and AﬀeCtions by 


its holy quickning Energy ? 


If Chriſt is indeed our Lord, why are not his 
Servants more ſeriouſly concerned to honour him in 
their Hearts? If he is our Maſter, why do we not 
lo fear his Diſpleaſure as to . endeavour, with all 
Diligence, to walk circumſpectly, not as Fools, 
inattentive to his Leadingsz; but as Wiſe, ſeeking 
to redeem the Time becauſe the Days are evil? 


The Spirit, by the Mouth of Zechariah, faith, 
Be ſilent, O all Fleſh ! before the Lord; for he is 


raiſed up out of bis boly Habitation. Is not a modeſt 


humble Silence properly due to the Preſence of the 
King of Kings, and Lord of Lords ? Doth it not 
befpeak more real and awful Regard to his pertect 
Holineſs, Wiſdom and Power, to wait tor his 
Spirit to open our Hearts and Lips, before we 
attempt vocally to ſpeak forth his Praiſe, than to 
be haſty in uttering Words without true Knowledge 
before our all-ſeeing Judge ? Then how approve- 
able is the Practice of ſolemn filent Waiting, till 
we receive Illumination and Ability properly to 


worſhip the Almighty ! Would the Potentates of 


the Earth think themſelves treated with becoming 
Reverence, ſhould their Subjects and Servants im- 
mediately approach them with a Multicude of 
Words, and continue them. the whole Time they 
ſtand in their Preſence, inſtead of waiting ſilently 
| tO 
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to hear their Pleaſure and receive their Commands? 
How much leſs ought we to expect ſuch Behaviour 
is pleaſing, or acceptable from us, to him who 
ſearches all Hearts, and knows us better than we - 
know ourſelves'; to whom we muſt be indebted 
for the true Knowledge of every ſpiritual Want, 
before we can have Wiſdom to aſk aright according 
to his Will ! 


When the Prophet Jaiab was admitted, in a Iſa. 6. 


Viſion, to behold the glorious Majeſty of God, he 
could only cry, VV is me! till a live Coal from 
the holy Altar had touched his Lips, and purged 
away his Sin, What a deep Reverence of his 
Maker, and juſt Abhorrence of Self filled his 
humbled Mind, when he was favoured with this 
awful Sight of the ſupreme Glory! How Selt- 
abaſing were his Senſations, and emphatica] his 
Expreſſions, when he cried, Ls is me ! for I am 
unaone, becauſe I am a Man of unclean Lips, and I 
dwell in the midſt of a People of unclean Lips ; for 


mine Eyes bave ſeen the King, the Lord of Hoſts ! 
Ho different is this heart-telt Acknowledgment, 


proceeding from the powerful Convictions of the 


holy Spirit, to thoſe dry formal unfelt Words that 
come from the Lips of bare nominal Chriſtians ! 


Notwithſtanding every Diſciple hath not ſo large a 
Portion of the holy Spirit as this great Prophet had, 


yet every one is graciouſly tavoured with a Mea- 


ſure ſufficient to render his Offering ſpiritual and 
living, 


We read, that after the Aſcenſion of Chriſt, his 


Diſciples were all with one Accord in one Place, Acts 2. i. 


when they were filled with the Holy Ghoſt, Though 4 
the Text doth not expreſly ſay, they were waiting 
in Silence for the Promiſe of the Father, yet it 


appears as probable they were, as that they were 
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not; for there is no mention of any vocal Exerciſe 


Pfal. 46. 
10. 


Hab. 2. 
79. 


XRlat. 6, 
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amongſt them at that Time, before they were 


influenced thereunto by that peculiar Communica- 
tion and Impulſe of the Holy Ghoſt, whence they 


began ta ſpeak with other Tongues, as the Spirit gave 
them Utterance. The Attention is certainly more 
likely to be fixed upon, and ſtayed in true Watch- 


fulneſs towards the Lord, and the Mind more fitly 


prepared to receive the Influence of his divine Light 
and Power, in filent Waiting, than if agitated in a 
continual Practice of running over a Multitude ef 
unfelt Expreſſions. ; 


David, by Inſpiration perſonating the Moſt 
High, ſaith, Be ſtill, and know that I am God ! 
The Prophet Habakkuk alſo ſaith, The Lord. is in 
bis holy Temple: Let all the Earth keep Silence before 
bim Is nct the carnal Mind of Man included in 
this Prohibition? What is more likely to ſcatter 
and divert his Attention from the right Object, 
than Thoughts, Imaginations, and Propenſitics of 
an earthly or ſenſual Nature? What more diſ- 


| honourable to the Lord of Perfection and Purity, 


than the buſy ſorward Actings of an unprepared 
and corrupt Heart in fpiritual Things ? What is 
more neceſſary to be ſilenced, than that which is at 


Enmity with God? What more becoming a hum- 


ble dependent Creature, ſenſible of the Depravity 
of its Nature, of its Inability to do any Good, and 
at the Honour due to the Preſence of its Creator, 
than a deeply expreſſive ſolemn Silence before 


him ? 


Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt taught his Diſciples to 
avoid the Practice of Hypocrites, who loved to 


- pray ſtanding in the Synagogues, and in the Corners 


of the Streets, that they may be ſeen of Men. He 
alſo directed, HM ben ye pray, ue not vain Repetitions, 
| Py 


( 13 ] 
as the Heathen do, for they think that they ſhall be 
heard for their much Speaking ; and indeed, what 
now makes a greater Shew or Figure in Religion 
amongſt many, than to uſe long and frequent 
Prayers, and much formal Devotion, as if their 
Eye was more towards the Praiſe of Men than 
Acceptance with God, and as if they gloried in 
empty Appearances ? But what is the Precept of 
Chriſt ? When thou prayeſt, enter into thy Cloſet, Mat. 6. 6. 
and when thou baſt ſhut thy Door, pray to thy Father 
which is in ſecret, and thy Father, who ſeeth in ſecret, 
ſhall reward thee openly. Doth not this teach us, 
that before we approach the Fountain of all Wiſ- 
dom, to ſhut our every thing that would amuſe or 
divert the Attention from the Reverence due to the 

great Object of our Adoration, the Giver of every 
good and perfect Gift? Can we be too ſolid, or 
| teel. our Hearts, Affections and Deſires too much 
| gathered out of tranſitory Things, into a humbling 
| Senſe of the divine Preſence, when we apply our- 


ſelves to the ſolemn Act of worſhipping the Ma- 
jeſty on High? 


Since waiting upon God in Silence for renewed 
Strength and ſpiritual Wiſdom, to lead our Hearts 
and direct our Tongues in vocal Prayer, or 
Preaching, makes no oſtentatious Shew, but rather 
appears contemptible to the buſy Diſpoſition and 
Wiſdom of vain Man, it is not reaſonable to ſup- 

ſe, that this ſelf-denying Practice ſhould gain 
the Approbation or Praiſe of Men; yet it muſt 
evidently tend to prevent that great and offenſive 

Hypocriſy, of drawing near to the Lord with the 
J Tongue, and worſhipping him with the Lips, 
0 whilſt the Heart is far from him. Can there be 
s any Frame more fit or proper for the poor Soul, 
C wherein to hear the ſtil] ſmall Voice of the true 

interaal 
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internal Shepherd, than that of an attentive and 
ſubmiſſive ſilent Waiting ? 


Waiting upon God is abundantly recommended 
in holy Writ, and waiting in Silence neceſſarily 
implied in order to hear his Voice, My Sheep, faith 
the great Shepherd, hear my Voice. When is the 
Soul fo capable of hearing the quickning Language 
of his Spirit, as in a State of ſilent watching tor, 
and waiting to hear what he ſhall give it an Under- 


ſtanding ot, and engage it in, as its requiſite and 


reaſonable Duty, by the illuminating Virtue and 
enlivening Power ot his holy Influence ? 


Our Lord forbids us to uſe vain Repetitions ; 
and what Efficacy can thoſe Prayers have, which 
are made in the Will, and by the Contrivance of 
Man, or that are uttered either from Books, In- 
vention, or Memory, whilſt the Heart neither feels 
the Thing the Mouth ſpeaks, nor ever experienced 
what the Tongue declares? What are theſe but 
vain Repetitions and empty Sounds ? Whilſt 
People remain inſenſible of the real Condition of 


their Souls, and of the true ſelf- abaſing Fear of 


God, do they not ſeem to think they ſhall be heard 
for their much Speaking, if they content themſelves 
with the frequent Repetition of long lifeleſs Pray- 
ers, which they have not io much as weightily 
conſidered before they uttered them? Is this to 
worſhip the Father in Spirit and in Truth; the 
only Worſhip inſtituted by Chriſt in this Goſpel- 
Day, and therefore the only Worſhip acceptable 


to God, who is a Spirit? Can this ſpiritual Wor- 


ſhip be performed till the Soul feels its Operation 
awfully to humble, engage, and impower the Mind 
to this ſolemn Act? What but the Spirit of the 
Redeemer is able to awaken and ſtir up the immor- 
tal Soul, and endue it with Wiſdom and Utterance, 

ſuitably 


K. 
K. 
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ſuitably to expreſs itſelf, according to, and under a 
due Senſe of its Wants? | Ft: 


Chriſt in Spirit is the Way, or leading Power, 
to the Father : No Man can come to the Father 
but by him. What is the Reaſon why ſo many 
who profeſs to be Followers of Chriſt, complain 
of wandring Thoughts, Inattention, much Cold- 
neſs, Deadneſs, and Inſenſibility in Prayer, and 
other Duties and Devotions ? Is it not becauſe they 
are too little dependent on the Dictates of the Spirit, 
and believe not its ſenſible Influence neceſſary to 
every religious Act, nor wait for it to cleanſe the 
Thoughts of their Hearts, and abilitate them to 
approach the moſt high and holy God in Truth and 
Righteouſneſs ? Is it not becauſe ſuch lean too much 
to their own unſubjected Wildom and Underſtand- 
ing, to place their Dependence on the Spirit, and 
to wait for its reſtraining heart- affecting Power to 
lead them into all Truth, and therefore are ſent 
empty away, and no more truly refreſhed, or 
benefited by their lifeleſs Devotions, than he who 
dreams he. eateth, but when he awakes, perceives 
he is yet empty? Thus they aſk and receive not, 
becauſe they aſk amiſs z not in a right Frame, but 
in a lukewarm and unconcerned State of Mind. 
The Enemy is too ſtrong for ſuch Worſhippers, 
and carries their Thoughts and Imaginations after 
ſtrange Objects, while their Lips only approach the 
Almighty. One ſecret Prayer, or deep Sigh from 
the wreſtling Soul, produced by the eternal Spirit, 
is of more real Service to it, iſſues from it with 
more Fervour, prevails more effectually with the 
Father, and procures it more Retreſhment than ten 
Thouſand vain Repetitions; becauſe the Virtue of 
the Spirit of the great Interceſſor being in theſe 
Prayers and Sighs, they cannot but find Accept- 
Alice. * 


Doth 


* 
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Doth not the common Complaint of Wandrings 
in Time of Prayer, from thoſe who oppoſe ſilent 
waiting for the divine Aſſiſtance of the Spirit, to 
ſpeak or pray according to the Will of God, prove 
the Neceſſity of ſuch a Practice, in order to wor- 
ſhip the Father in Spirit and in Truth? Our bleſſed 


Mat. 6, 8. Redeemer faith, Zour Father knoweth what Things 


Pal. 51. 
12, 13. 


ye bave need of, before ye aſe him. How requiſite 
theretore is it, that he open our Underſtandings, 
ſhew us our true Conditions, diſcover to us our 
ſpiritual Wants, and enable us to preſent our Peti- 
tions according to his Will, betore we can ſenſibly 
aſk for the neceſſary Supplies, or cry, Abba, 
Father; and for this End, how incumbent it is 


upon us ſilently to wait for his immediate Help 
and Direction |! 


David faith, Reſtore unto me the Joy of thy Sal- 
valion, and uphold me with thy free Spirit: Then 
(not betore) wwitl teach Tranſgrefſors thy Ways, 
and Sinners ſhall be converted unto thee. This 
ſhews, he placed his Dependence upon the renewed 
Influence of the holy Spirit, and that. he held no 
tormer Experiences, however good in themſelves, 
luffictent Qualifications for divine Service in the 


_ Time preſent, He knew, that nothing ſhort of a 


treſh Supply from the Fountain of living Virtue, 
could properly enable him to preach to others; and 


Ibid. Verf, theretore prayed, Open thou my Lips, and my 


15 


Rom, 8. 
26. 


Mouth ſball ſbeto forth thy Praiſe. 
The Apoſtle Paul faith, The Spirit alſo helpeth 


our Infirmities ; for we know not what we ſhould 
pray for as we ought, but the Spirit itſelf maketh 
Interceſſion for us with Groanings which cannot be 
uttered. By this juſt Acknowledgment it appears, 
the Exerciſe of a Mind deeply affected is more than 
Words can expreſs, therefore it ſpeaks to God 

in 
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either pray for themſelves, or 


171 


in unutterable Groans: A Thing much deſpiſed 
and ſcoffed at by many Profeſſors in this Age. 
We ſee however, the Apoſtle was not aſhamed td 
own it to be what himſelf and his Brethren expe- 
rienced to be true; which ſhews the Senſe they 
had of their own natural Inability and Blindneſs, 
and alſo their firm Dependence upon the holy Spirit; 
without which they know not what to pray for as 
they og bt; and therefore muſt of Neceſſity wait 
for its Renewals upon them, before they could 
preach to others 
profitably, and with divine Acceptance. How 
can we at this Day preſume to know what to pra 
for as we ought without the ſenſible Help of the 
holy Spirit, it this great Apdſtle and his Brethren 
did not ? Yet, is there not Ground for Suſpicion, 
from the common Practice of profeſſing Chriſtians 
now, that they do not think themſelves at a Lofs 
what to pray for acceptably ; and therefore pre- 
ſumptuouſly offer their invented Supplications, 
without due Fear and Caution, to him who looketh 
at che Hearr, and remain inſenſible of the Neceſſity 
of feeling the holy Spirit to dilengage them from 
roving Thoughts, and Concerns of a temporal 
Nature, and to communicate of that diſcerning 
Wiſdom and living Power which is requiſite to 
direct their Hearts and Tongues aright. 


But, notwithſtanding a previous Waiting upon 
God is ſo much deſpiſed, the Apoſtle intimates, 
that the Groanings ot the Spirit are effectual without 
vocal Sounds; which proves there is an inward 
Addreſs deeper than the Expreſſion of Words, 
which is heard and accepted of God. Let me add, 
that Jeſus himſelf applied to the Father in this 


manner, when he groaned in the Spirit twice, and John 11. 
atterwards lift up his Eyes, and before he called 33 38 41. 


Lazarus out of the Grave, ſaid, Father, I thank 
D thee 


Rom. 8. 
9. 
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thee that thou baſt heard me, This ſhews his fervent 
Groans were accepted, and his Requeſt granted, 
without audible Expreſſions; and doth not the 
compaſſionate Father ſtill regard the Groans begot- 
ten by the Spirit of his Son in the Hearts of his 
Followers? Indeed there is much Efficacy in Groans 
that ariſe from this living Principle. 


The Apoſtle Paul ſaith, F any Man bath not 
the Spirit of Chriſt, be is none of his—If the Spirit 
of bim who raijed up Jeſus from the Dead dwell in 
you, he that raiſed up Chriſt from the Dead ſhall 
alſo quicken your mortal Bodies by his Spirit that 
dwelleth in you. When do Chriſtians more need 
theſe Quicknings, than in their Aſſemblies for 
divine Worſhip, and how mult they diſtinguiſh 
them except they wait in Silence? Is it an un- 
warrantable Prefumption, humbly to wait in Ex- 
pectation of the promiſed Aſſiſtance, to enable us 
ſenſibly to worſhip, treely, Jivingly and power- 
tully, which cannot be unleſs the Spirit of Chrift 
is our Helper? It theſe internal Quicknings be the 
continued Privilege of Chriſt's Diſciples, and it it 
is to the Virtue thereof that all our Services owe 
their Efficacy and Acceptance, can it be right or 
late to run betore, and without that which is the 


very Liie of true Prayer and Preaching ? If not, 


there is an ablolute Neceſſity for, and certainly 
great Propriety in waiting patiently for it, in ſub» 
miſſive Silence, that the Sacrifice may be of the 
Lord's preparing. and that it may be offered 
according to his Will, under the immediate Conduct 
of his own pure Spirit, Thus qualified, we pray 
with the Spirit and with Underſtanding alſo, which 
Prayer muſt conſequently profit and reireſh the 
thirſty Soul, and it a ſilent Attention had neither 
any expreſs Command, nor Example in Scripture, 

at 
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it is neceſſarily implied in many Parts of it, as 
well as in the Nature of true ſpiritual Worſhip. 


Is not the Almighty a moſt pure and perfectly 
glorious B-ing, dwelling in the Light, whom no 
Man can approach unto but by the Spirit of the 
Mediator; and is not Man abſolutely dependent on 
the merciful] Goodneſs and Power of his Creator, 
and is it not reaſonable that ſuch a Creature ſhould 
be made deeply ſenſible to whom he muſt be in- 
debted tor all ſpiritual Ability, as well as temporal 
Favours, betore he can approach the ſacred Preſence 
with becoming Reverence ; and in what State is he 
fo likely to be made ſenſible of this, as under an 
Abſtraction of Mind trom earthly Cogitations and 


Concerns, into a ſilent Attention upon the omni- 


preſent Spirit ? 


| Theſe Things duly conſidered, is it juſt and 
reaſonable to cenſure and deſpiſe any People for 


conſcientiouſly waiting upon God in Silence, and 


frequently falling into ſuch a heart-engaging Exer- 


ciſe of Spirit in his Fear as cannot often be uttered 
in Words, and confequently muſt be experienced 
in Silence? Who can ſeriouſly think, that he who 
faith, To this Man will J look, even to him that is Iſa. 66. 2. 


poor, and of a contrite Spirit, and trembleth at my 
Word, will not hear and regard, when many 


- Hearts are collectively bowed before him under an 


unteigned Concern and Travail of Spirit; when 


the Soul worthips before him more deeply than can 


be expreſſed by Lip or Tongue? What are the 
fineſt Words and faireſt Forms to him who reſpect- 


eth not the outward Shew, but the inward Frame 
ot the Heart, it they do not convey the ſincere 


feeling Language thereof? 
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The Apoftle utterly diſclaims all Self. ſufncieney: 


2 Cor. 3. Not, faith he, hat we are ſufficient of ourſelves, to 


—— = = — 
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think any thing as of ourſelves, but our Sufficiency is 
of God, who alſo hath made us able Miniſters of the 
New-Teſtament, not of the Letter, but of the Spirit; 
for the Letter killeth, but the Spirit giveth Life. 
The Virtue and Excellence of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion is juſtly aſcribed to the holy Spirit. The 


Thid. Ch. ſame Apoſtle declares, We have this Treaſure in 


earthen Veſſels, that the Excellency of the Power may 
be of God, and not of us. Therefore Chriſt hath 
inſtituted no other Worſhip under the New-Cove- 
nant, but that which is performed in Spirit and in 
Truth, and how can we perform this till we have a 
Senſe of the Spirit, and feel the Virtue of its 
Influence engaging our Souls in Truth to this 
ſpiritual Worſhip? And how can we attain this 
Feeling, without patiently waiting in Silence for its 


powerful Affiſtance ? 


If the primitive Chriſtians were of themſelves fo 
inſufficient to think any thing, or to point out to 
themſelves their own Line of Duty according to 
the divine Will, they certainly could not of them. 
ſelves pray or preach to others conſiſtent therewith, 
and therefore tnuſt neceſſarily wait for the Renewals 
of Light and Ability from the holy Spirit wherein 
their Sufficiency was. If the Cafe was ſuch with 
them, is it leis ſo with us? It certainly is not; for 
we are under the ſame Diſpenſation, and altogether 
as inſufficient of ourſelves as they could be, It is 
therefore now as requiſite for us as it could then Le 
for them, to wait for divine Direction and Help, 
to give us a true Senſe both of our State and Duty, 
and to enable us to the Performance of it; and 
how can we reaſonably expect to receive the Aſſiſt- 
ance ot the Spirit, but by humbly watching, and 

2 Waiting 
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waiting in Silence for its Appearance and Operation 
in our Souls ? 8 


The heavenly Influence of the holy Spirit is the 
very Life and Glory or the Goſpel-diſpenſation, 
and is now as ſurely to be diſtinguiſhed by expe- 
rienced Minds as it was in the primitive Age ; elſe 
why was it promiſed to abide as the Guide and 
Leader of true Believers; and why doth the 
Apoſtle exhort, io pray always with all Supplica- Eph. 6, 
tion in the Spirit, and 10 watch jthereunto with all 18. 
Perſeverance ? | 


We read, that after the Opening of the ſeventh 
Seal, there was Silence in Heaven about the Space of Rev. 8. t. 
half an Hour. If ſilent Worſhip is ſuch an Ab- 
ſurdity as to be made the Subject of Ridicule, how 


came it to be found and allowed of in Heaven? 


Was not the great God then obeyed, and adored 
there as profoundly as when they ſang Hallelujahs? 
If fo, why ſhould an awful ſilent Waiting upon 


him be treated, by any, as unprofitable and in- 


conſiſtent with divine Worſhip? Why ſhould any 
prefer the Modes and Forms their own Hearts have 
deviſed, or ignorantly eſpouſed, to a ſolemn ſub- 
miſſive Waiting in Silence, to know the true State 
of the Soul, and to receive the bleſſed Counſel of 
the Spirit, before they proceed vocally to addreſs 


"the Dread of Nations, or preſume to preach as in 


his Name, and declare any thing as his Will, 
whoſe all-ſeeing Eye is continually upon them? 


Elibu plainly expreſſeth, There is a Spirit in Man, Job. 32.8, 
and the Inſpiration of the Almighty giveth them Un- 
derſtanding. When is the molt likely Time to be 
made ſenſible of this Inſpiration ? That in which 
the Mind is attentively waiting upon him in a 
pro-ound and paſſive Silence; or that wherein it 

18 
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is amuſed and buſied with a Multitude of Words 
and Ideas, on various Subjects? What avails 
Praying or Preaching without this communicated 


, Underſtanding ? Can it be any better than ſounding 


Braſs, or a tinkling Cymbal? When People pre- 
ſume to pray without a Senſe of their real Wants, 
and confeſs a State to the omnilcient Being they 
never truly felt, and allo petition tor choſe ſpiritual 
Favours and divine Senſations they ſeek not to feel, 


do they not act as if they concluded, he will accept of 


an inſincere Devotion, and that he is not ſo jealous 
ot his Honour as the ſacred Writings declare he is? 


Beſides the many Scriptures in Favour of a 
patient Dependence upon, and filent Waiting for 
the quickning Power of the Spirit, to give us a 
true Senſe of our Wants, and bring to our Re- 
membrance. the great Obligations we are under to 
the Mercy and Goodneſs of God, there is alſo a 
Cloud of Witneſſes, who have experimentally 
profited, and edified much more in Silence than 
they ever did before they were in the Practice of it, 
who, I believe, can ſay in Truth and Righteouſ- 


neſs, that when the juſt Judgments of an offended 


God were heavy upon them tor Tranſgreſſion, and 
their Tribulations were inexpreſſible, through ſtrong 
heart- breaking Convictions of the exceeding Sinful- 
neſs of Sin, and they lay groaning under it daily in 


12 Wretchedneſs, without finding any Help or 
|; 


iverance trom all their own Workings, their 
many and long Prayers, and Selt-rightcouſnels ; 
then it pleaſcd the merciful Redeemer to open a 
Way for them gradually into humble Stilneſs, and 
to reveal his Son in them, as the precious Lamb of 
God who taketh away the Sin of the World. This 


bleſſed Diſcovery raiſed them out of their Diſtreſſes, 


and enabled them to ſay, My Soul doth magnify the 
Lord, and my Spirit rejoiceib in God my Saviour; 
SES - for 
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for be hath regarded the low Eftate of his Servant, 


This inclined them to ſit willingly at his Feet in 
Silence, and gladly to receive his pouring forth of 
the Wine and Oil into their bleeding Wounds, till 
he healed their Backſlidings, and forgave their 


Tranſgreſſions. For, if we confeſs our Sins (from 1 John I. 
a real Abhorrence of Sin) he is faithſul and juſt 9 


to forgive us our Sins, and to cleanſe us from all 
Unrighteouſneſs. Who can declare the ſweet Con- 
ſolation ſuch have felt, who believe in his Name 
as ſufficient to purge the Conſcience from dead 
Works, and enable them to ſerve him in Newneſs 
of Lite ? Truly, they have experienced that Teſti- 


mony of David fulfilled in their own Hears, / Pfal. 40. 
waited patiently, ſaith he, for the Lord, and he 


inclined unto me, and heard my Cry. He brought me 
up allo out of an horrible Pit, out of the miry Clay, 
and ſet my Feet upon @a Nock. Thus they were 
brought out of Darkneſs into Light, and came to 
know, that whereas they had been ſpiritually blind, 
now, by the Grace of God, they had received their 


Sight, and by this Power of diſcerning, learn not 
to truſt to themſelves, or their own Works, but 


attentively to watch, and ſilently to wait, both to 
hear what the Spirit ſaith to the Churches, and 
what it requires of them in their own Particulars, 
that by its heavenly Power every Thought might 
be brought into the Obedience of Chriſt. Thus 
they have been taught, and do certainly know, 
that no Man can come to the Father but by him; 
nor that any can ſufficiently ſee their own Sins, 
truly repent, effectually cry for Deliverance, or 


* rejoice in his Salvation, but as his ſaving Power is 


exerciſed in them, and their Minds become ſub- 
jected thereunto. This is the Power they have 
learnt to wait for, and depend upon; in which 
dependent State, they meet with their Lord as a 


quickning Spirit, hear him inſtruct them with 


convincing 


to 
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convincing Clearneſs, and feel his Preſence to im- 
part freſn Life and Strength to their Souls; for 
he ſtill ſpeaks in his ſpiritual Maniteſtation, as he 
did in his bodily Appearance, with divine Autho- 
rity, and as never Man ſpoke, and is the Author 
of eternal Salvation to all that obey him. Theſe 
can experimentally ſay, that he is come to teach 
his People himſelf, and that he is made unto them 
Wiſdom, to direct their Steps in the Way to the 
Kingdom ; Righteouſneſs, to clothe their Spirits; 
their Sanctification, and compleat Redemption; 
as they are concerned not only to receive him in the 
Beginning as their Lord and Saviour, but alſo to 
grow up and perſevere in the Power of his Spirit, 
earneſtly deſiring to be rooted and built up in its 
divine Nature, and eſtabliſhed in the true Faich. 
The Lord alone can profitably apply the precious 
Promiſes to the poor Soul, as he leads it through 
the various progreſſive States they belong to ; by 
whoſe Guidance his faithful Followers are brought 
to eſcape the: Corruptions that are in the World, 
and meaſurably to become Partakers of the divine 
Nature, | 


Chriſt dwells in the Hearts of theſe by Faith, as 
the holy powerful appointed Miniſter of the Sanc- 
tuary, and true Tabernacle which God hath pitched, 
and not Man. He not only teacheth infallibly and 
convincingly, but alſo raiſeth a Hunger and Thirſt 
after a cloſer Union with himſelf, and a fuller 
Poſſeſſion and Enjoyment of his everlaſting Righ- 
teouſneſs. Thoſe who have attained this Expe- 
rience, cannot but eſteem the Time well ſpent in 
ſilently waiting for his Inſtruction what to pray 
for, and that he may open their Underſtandings to 
diſcern their preſent Duty, and how to apply the 
ſacred Writings to real Profit, and alſo to comme- 
morate what great Things he has mercitully _ 

or 
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fot their needy Souls, both without and within 
them. This frequently melts them into Tears of 


— 
* 


4 vnaffected Contrition, and humble Gratitude ; in 

A which State they can adòre his Goodneſs, and put | 
r up their Petitions without a Prayer-book, and often 'l 
2 without any vocal Sound; for he is then known to i 
h be in his Temple, and the earthly Part is in perfect 1 
. Silence before him. What ſober Perſon, who if 
e conſiders how awful a Thing it is to worſhip the 7 
Y great Jehovah in Spirit and Truth, can lightly q 
, cenſure or diſapprove of ſuch a ſilent Dependence 9 
i on his Power, to help the poor Creature under its 1 
= manifold Infirmitics ? Reſt in the Lord, faith Pfl. 37. p 
David, or as in the Margin, Be filent to the Lord, J. and | 
8 and wait patiently for bim Wait on the Lord; be * 


of good Courage, and he ſhall ſtrengiben thine Heart. 
Wait, I jay, on the Lord. 
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ROBERT BARCLAY in bis Apology for the true 
Chriſtian Divinity, as held forth by the 


«4 


People called Quakers, has wrote ſo clearly 
on the Subject in his eleventh Propoſition, 
that a few Puotations from this Author may 


ſerve to illuſtrate the foregoing Reaſons, and 


confirm the Teſtimonies of many experimental 


Witneſſes on the Subject, and Profitableneſs 
of ſolemn Silence. 


N his Propoſition on Worſhip, in $. VI. he has 


theſe Remarks: „ We judge it the Duty of 
all to be diligent in the aſſembling of themſelves 
rogether, and when aſſembled, the great Work 
ot one and all ought to be to wait upon God; 

and returning cut of their own Thoughts and 
Imaginations, to feel the Lord's Preſence, and 
know a gatyering into his Name indeed, where 
he is in ibe midjt, according to his Promile, 
And as every one is thus gathered, and ſo met 
rogether inwardly in their Spirits, as well as 
outwardly in their Perſons, there the ſecret 
Power and Virtue of Lite is known to retreſh 
the Soul, and the pure Motions and Breathings 


of God's Spirit are ſelt to ariſe; from which, as 
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Words of Declaration, Prayers or Praiſes ariſe, 
the acceptable Worſhip is known, which edifies 
the Church, and is well-pleaſing to God. And no 
Man here limits the Spirit of God, nor bringeth 
forth his own conned and gathered Stuff; but 
every one puts that forth which the Lord piits 
into their Hearts: And it is uttered forth not in 


te Man's 
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40 
40 
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Man's Will and Wiſdom, but in the Evidence and 
Demonſtration of the Spirit, and of Power. Yea, 
though there be not a Word ſpoken, yet is the 


og ** true ſpiritual Worſhip periormed, and the Body 
e « of Chriſt edified; yea, it may, and hath often | 
ly fallen out among us, chat divers Meetings have | 
, 6 without one Word; and yet our Souls have | 
4 de been greatly edified and retreſhed, and our i 
* « Hearts wonderfully overcome with the ſecret ö 
4 dSenſe of God's Power and Spirit, which without ' 
27 „Words hath been miniſtered from one Veſſel to 1 
+ % another. This is indeed ſtrange and incredible 
« to the mere natural and carnally-minded Man, 1 
« who will be apt to judge all Time luſt where 
there is not ſomething ſpoken that is obvious to 1 
1 the outward Senſes; and therefore I ſhall inſiſt | 
f « a little upon this Subject, as one that can ſpeak ; 
% & from a certain Experience, and not by mere | 
K * hearſay, ot this wonderful and glorious Diſpen- 
: « ſation ; Which hath ſo much the more of the 
4 « Wiſdom and Glory of God in it, as it is con- 
4 «* trary to the Nature of Man's Spirit, Will, and | 
I „ Wiſdom.“ 5 
” He alſo in $. VII. on ſilent Waiting on God, | 
N expreſſes himſelf thus: “ For many thus principled, ; 
8 e meeting together in the pure Fear of the Lord, | 
. did not apply themſclves preſently to ſpeak, 
N « pray, or ſing, Sc. being afraid to be found it 
- „ acting forwardly in their « own Wills, but each i 
: % made it their Work to retire inwardly to the 0 
«© Meaſure of Grace in themſclves, not being only 4 
* « filent as to Words, but even abſtaining from all I! 
h « their own Thoughts, Imaginations and Defires 4 
4 e ſo watching in a holy Dependence upon the Lord, 
4 « and meeting together not only outwardly in one | 
* % Place, but thus inwardly in one Spirit, and in + 
FF „% one Name of Jeſus, which is his Power and | 
| E 2 « ' Virtue 


Prov. 27. 


1 28 


re Virtue, they come thereby to enjoy and feel the 
«+ Arilings of this Lite, which, as it prevails in 
« each Particular, becomes as a Flood ot Retreſh- 
* ment, and overſpreads the whole Meeting: For 
« Man, and Man's Part and Wiſdom, being 
« denied and chained down- in every Individual, 
« and God exalted, and his Grace in Dominion in 
the Heart, thus his Name comes to be one in all, 
% and his Glory breaks forth, and covers all; and 
* there is ſuch a holy Awe and Reverence upon 
„every Soul, that if the natural Part ſhould ariſe 
in any, or the wiſe Part, or what is not one with 
* rhe Life, it would preſently be chained down 
„ and judged out. And when any are, through 
&* the breaking forth of this Power, conftrained to 
te utter a Sentence of Exhortation or Praiſe, or to 
« breathe to the Lord in Prayer, then all are 

« ſenſible of it; for the ſame Life iy them anſwers 
« to it, as in Water Pace anſwereth to Face. This is 
te that divine and ſpiritual Worſhip, which the World 
te neither knoweth nor underſtandeth, which the 
& Vallure's Eye ſeeth not into. Yet many and great 
are the Advantages which my Soul, with many 
others, hath taſted of hereby, and which would 
<«« be found of all ſuch as would ſcriouſly apply 
te themſelves hereunto : For, when People are 
gathered thus together, not merely to hear Men, 
% nor depend upon them, but all are inwardly 
tc taught lo Hay their Minds upon the Lord, and 
« wait jor bis Appearance in their Hearts; thereby 
« the torward Working at the Spirit of Man is 
«« ſtayed and hindered trom mixing itſelf with the 

** Worſhip of God.“ —— | 


In & XV. after having deſcribed the true Wor- 
ſhip in Spirit eſtabliſhed by Chriſt, and clearly 
proved the Neceflicy and Advantage of it, he pro- 
eds thus: He hath allo inſtituted an 4nward 
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and Spiritual Worſhip : So that God now tieth 
not his People to the Temple of Jeruſalem, nor 
yet unto outward Ceremonies and Obſervations 3 
but taketh the Heart of every Chriſtian for a 
Temple to dwell in; and there immediately 
appeareth, and giveth him Directions how to 
ſerve him in any outward Acts. Since, as Chriſt 
argueth, God is a Spirit, he will now be wor- 
ſhipped in the Spirit, where he reveals himſelf, 
and dwelleth with the Contrite in Heart, Now, 
ſince it is the Heart of Man that now is become 
the Temple of God, in which he will be worſhip- 
ped, and no more in particular outward Temples, 


(ſince, as bleſſed Sepher ſaid, out of the Pro- 


phet, to the profeſſing Jews of old, The Moſt 
High dwelleth not in Temples made with Hands) 
as before the Glory of the Lord deſcended to fill 
the outward Temple, it behoved to be purified 
and cleanſed, and all polluted Stuff removed out 
of it; yea, and the Place for the Tabernacle 
was overlaid with Gold, the maſt jous and 
cleaneſt of Metals; fo alſo before God be wor- 
ſhipped in the inward Temple of the Heart, it 
muſt alſo be purged of its own Filth, and all its 
own Thoughts and Imaginations, that ſo it may 
be fit to receive the Spirit of God, and to be 
actuated by it. And doth not this directly lead 
us to that inward Silence, of which we have 
ſpoken, and exactly pointed out? And further, 
This Worſhip mult be in Truth ; intimating, 
that this ſpiritual Worſhip, thus actuated, is 
only and properly a true Worſhip,” — 


% Franciſcus Lambertus,“ as quoted by Robert 


Barclay, in $. XVIII. “ ſpeaketh well, Tra. 5. 


(0 
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of Prophecy, Chap. 3. ſaying, Where are they 
now that glory in their Inventions, who ſay, A 
fine Invention! A fine Inyention ! This they call 

f Invention 
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Invention, which themſelves have made up; but 
what have the Faithful to do with juch kind of 
Inoentions ? It is not Figments, nor yet Inventions, 
that wwe will have, but Things that are ſolid, 
invincible, eternal, and heavenly, not which Men 


Dave invented, but which God hath revealed: For 


if we believe the Scriptures, our Invention profiteth 
nothing, but to provoke God to our Ruin, And 
afterwards, Beware (faith he) hat thou determine 
not preciſely to ſpeak what before thou haſt medi- 
tated, whatſoever it be; for though it be lawful 
to determine the Text which thou art to expound, 
yet not at all the Interpretation; leſt if thou ſo 
doſt, thou take from the holy Spirit that which is 
his, to wit, 10 direct thy Speech, that thou mayeſt 


« propbeſy in the Name of the Lord, void of all 
Learning, Meditation, and Experience, and as if 


thou hadſt ſtudied nothing at all, commilting thy 
Heart,' thy Tongue, and thyſelf wholly unto his 
Spirit, and truſting nothing lo thy former Studying 


or Meditation ; but ſaying with thyſelf, in great 


Confidence of the divine Promiſe, The Lord will 
give a Word with much Power unto thoſe that 
preach the Goſpel. But above all Things be 
careful thou follow not the Manner of Hypocrites, 
who have written almoſt Word for Word what 
they are io ſay, as if they were io repeat ſome 
Verſes upon a Theatre, having learned all ther 
Preaching as they do that aft Tragedies, And 
afterwards, when they are in the Place of Pro- 


-pheſying, pray the Lord to direft their Tongue; 


but in the mean Time, ſhutting up the Way of the 
boly Spirit, they determine io ſay nothing but what 
they bave written. O unbappy kind of Prophets, 
yea and truly curſed, which depend not upon God's 
Spirit, but upon their own Writings or Meditation ! 
Mn prayeſt thou to the Lord thou falſe Prophet, 


„ #0 give thee bis Holy Spirit, by which thou mayſt 


6 ſpeak 


131 1 


« ſpeak Things profitable, and yet thou repelleſt the 


Spirit? Why preferreſt thou thy Meditation or 
Study to the Spirit of God ? Otherwiſe why com- 
milleſt thou not thyſelf to the Spirit?“ 


F. XXII. That there is a Neceſſity of this 
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inward Retirement of the Mind as previous to 
Prayer, that the Spirit may be felt to draw 
thereunto, appears, for that in moſt of thoſe 
Places where Prayer 1s commanded, Watching 
is prefixed thereunto, as neceſſary to go before, 
as Mat. xxiv, 42. Mark xiii. 33. and xiv. 38. 
Luke xxi. 36. trom which it is evident that this 
Watching was to go before Prayer. Now to 
what End is this Matching, or what is it, but a 
waiting to feel God's Spirit to draw unto Prayer, 
that ſo it may be done acceptably? For ſince 


we are to pray always in the Spirit, and cannot Eph. 6. 18. 


pray of ourſelves without it acceptably, this 
Watching muſt be for this End recommended 
to us, as preceding Prayer, that we may watch 
and wait tor the ſeaſonable Time to pray, which 
is when the Spirit moves thereunto.” 
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